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THE GRANDSON of Auschwitz’s infa-
mous commandant Rudolf Höss this
week revealed he is on the frontline 
of the German government’s battle
against Islamic State.

In an exclusive interview with Jewish
News, Rainer Höss, 50, the closest surviv-
ing relative of Rudolf Höss – who
presided over an estimated 1.1 million
deaths at the camp – revealed his secret
underground fight against the terror
group, which he calls “the new Nazis”. 

Rainer said: “I’m the grandson of a mass
murderer, so I know how nations sleepwalk
towards disaster. It happened 70 years ago
and it is happening again across the 
Middle East and north Africa. I am using
my family knowledge to do everything 

I can to fight the rise of evil extremism.
“I’m working underground with the

German government and a range of
anti-terror organisations to track
the movements of  those return-
ing from territory held by ISIS
and those in Germany and else-
where who may be drawn to
them. We also speak to those
who have returned and are
being held by security forces.” 

He added: “We cannot be pas-
sive in the face of this danger, as
Europe was 70 years ago when my
grandfather and his fellow Nazis
rose to power. That’s why I also 

Continued on page 3
Right: Ranier Höss holds a picture 
of his father Hans-Jurgen as 
a child [front row second right], 
sitting in front of his grandfather,
Auschwitz chief Rudolf Höss
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Nazi chief’s grandson fights Islamic State
DAILY MAIL city editor Alex
Brummer has joined the Jewish
News’ board as non-executive
chairman as the newspaper con-
tinues its rapid growth. 

The publication became the
community’s biggest-distribution
newspaper more than two years
ago after being bought by com-
munal philanthropist Leo Noé. 

Award-winning journalist Brum-
mer will be joined on the board by
philanthropist Sir Mick Davis, who
also chairs the Jewish Leadership
Council, and Shimon Cohen,
chairman of The PR Office.

Brummer, who has headed the
Daily Mail’s financial coverage
since 2000 and was previously 
assistant editor of The Guardian,
said: “I am really thrilled to be tak-
ing a leadership role at Jewish
News – a genuine community
newspaper which has enriched
Jewish journalism in Britain. 

“In the coming weeks, months
and years, I hope we can take the
success of the past forward,
reaching every corner of the
community in print and online,
deepening the quality and vari-
ety of reporting and comment
and meeting the challenge of ad-
dressing an increasingly diverse
and disparate Jewish population.
I regard it as an enormous privi-
lege to be involved.” 

Brummer will also write a 
column for Jewish News, joining
Jenni Frazer as a regular contrib-

utor. His first column is pub-
lished this week. 

Noé said: “We are very 
excited that Alex has agreed to
both join our board and to 
become a regular columnist for
Jewish News. We are proud to
have secured the services of such
a celebrated journalist who will
add real experience.”

In 2015 the number of users of
www.jewishnews.co.uk has
grown month-on-month while
the inaugural Jewish News UK-
Israel Policy Conference, which
brought leading figures includ-
ing Silvan Shalom, Isaac Herzog
and Yair Lapid to London this
summer, is set to become an an-
nual fixture. 

Jewish News editor Richard
Ferrer, who is also on the board

with news editor Justin Cohen,
said the paper “is proud to 
retain its communal heart and will
continue to encourage involve-
ment in Anglo-Jewry by partner-
ing on major events and putting
on many of our own”. 

He added: “After a ground-
breaking period, which has seen
our audience grow significantly,
we are looking forward to 
the coming 12 months with
increased vigour and excitement. 

“Alex brings a wealth of media,
corporate and communal experi-
ence. His arrival as chairman of the
board of Jewish News is a real
coup that reinforces the brand’s
reputation as the most ambitious
and successful Jewish media 
organisation in the country.”
• Alex Brummer, page 20

BRUMMER JOINS JEWISH NEWS
Continued from page 1
speak at schools and to youth
groups and educate young
Muslims about this murderous
propaganda – showing them it
has nothing to do with the
Koran. We will sleepwalk again
to another disaster if we don’t
act.”

His role carries a terrible risk.
He said: “ Islamic fundamental-
ists and modern Nazis accuse
me of being ‘brainwashed by
Jews’. They are dangerous fa-
natics and consider me the
enemy, so I must work in secret.”

Höss compares the jihadist
mindset to Nazis like his grand-
father. “They want the same
power Hitler did. They spread
fear, hate, torture and death
and put people under awful
pressure this way. Fear is a pow-
erful weapon; that’s why there
are so many people fleeing the
region, desperate to get to Eu-
rope.”

He adds: “I bear the name of
Höss, My father [Hans-Jurgen
Höss] grew up just yards from
the chimneys of Auschwitz. My
family had a clear view of the

prisoners. My father grew up to
hate Jews, just like my grandfa-
ther. I will carry my family’s
shame for the rest of my life. I
have two choices – I can howl
with the wolves or I can hunt the
wolves down.”

Höss’ grandfather Rudolf was
the longest serving comman-
dant of Auschwitz. 

He introduced Zyklon B to
the killing process, allowing the
murder of up to 2,000 people
an hour. 

He was hanged in 1947 near
the camp, aged 46.
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