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 Survivor Ivor

Still tortured 
by Auschwitz 
70 years on
AN Auschwitz survivor has 
told how he is still haunted 
by memories of the Nazi 
death camp, decades after 
his family were killed there.

Even today Ivor Perl, 82, 
hears the sound of the train 
tracks that took him, his 
parents, and eight siblings 
there when he was just 12.

Ahead of tomorrow’s 
Holocaust Memorial Day, he 
recalled his journey to the 
camp in 1944, near the end 
of the Second World War. 

He said: “I’d never been on 
a train. I remember seeing it 
as an adventure.” But the 
feeling “ended very soon” 
when he was split from his 
family when they arrived. 

Ivor, of Buckhurst Hill, 
Essex, said: “The rest is 
history. That’s the last time 
I saw my mother and sisters, 
and my brother as well.”

Tomorrow’s memorial 
marks the 70th anniversary 
of Auschwitz’s liberation.

Farage backs 
bigots gaffe  
UKIP sidekick 

Nigel Farage 
leapt to the defence of his 
right-hand man for saying 
the party represents bigots. 

Party secretary Matthew 
Richardson had said: “People 
talk about UKIP being bigots. 
There are hundreds of  
thousands of bigots in the 
United Kingdom, and they 
need representation too.”

But Mr Farage insisted 
yesterday: “What happened 
here is there are officers of 
the party after a long 
meeting in the pub, having 
a drink, and in this case, 
because we had been 
branded bigots by left-wing  
comedians, making a joke.”

MEP Amjad Bashir has 
sparked a row by defecting 
from UKIP to the Tories. 

Mr Farage said the turn-
coat was already suspended 
from his party over financial 
irregularities. But the Tories’ 
new man denied the claim.
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A-lister’s feast 
hours before 
glam wedding
THE pre-wedding diet was clearly 
not a concern for George Clooney, 
who tucked into a £3,000 feast 
on his stag do – nor was the cost 
as he didn’t pay a penny for it.

The Hollywood star, 53, racked up 
the huge bill at Ristorante da Ivo in 
Venice, Italy, but boss Giovanni 
Fracassi gave him the seven-course 
meal for nothing.

Speaking for the first time about 
the party, Giovanni – who had 
hosted George at his restaurant 
before – said: “He didn’t pay for his 
night, I didn’t want him to.” 

He added the tip was “not much, 
like you would do for a friend”.

George gave staff just 10 minutes’ 
notice before turning up with six 
pals, including his manager, co- 
producer and model Cindy 
 Crawford’s hubby Rande Gerber.

Giovanni added: “I was very 
surprised when I saw who it was. I 
went to welcome them, and he said, 
‘Ciao, Giovanni’. You could see he was 
happy. He was in an Armani suit. He 
was so elegant.”

George scoffed 
his way through five 
courses and two 
puddings. Between 
the group they also 
downed antipasto, 
pasta with truffles, 
mushroom risotto, 
and strawberries.

Giovanni said: 
“For a man getting 
married 10 hours later, he was really 
eating a lot. He sent back for seconds 
of risotto, both times wiping his plate 
clean with chunks of bread. I gave him 
mint and chocolate ice creams. 

“He really likes them. He ate three 
and took three to eat in his room.”

The actor was so pleased with the 
food he went into the kitchen and 
kissed thrilled cook, Giorgina Mazzero. 

She can now boast she was the last 
woman known to enjoy a clinch with 

George before his marriage. 
The day after the feast in  Sept- 

ember, the star squeezed into his 
suave Armani tux to marry British 
lawyer Amal Alamuddin, 36.

On a previous visit George 
gave Giovanni a wine bottle on 
which he had written: “Grazie! A 

perfect night!” He also sketched a 
mooning caricature on a plate, with 

the words “La Luna!” [The Moon].
The restaurant has also welcomed 

Sir Elton John, Sting, and actors Colin 
Firth and Ewan McGregor.
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OWNER GIOVANNI TELLS 
OF GEORGE’S NIGHT OUT GOOD TASTE George thanks chef 

Giorgina at the restaurant in Venice

FULL 
HOUSE 
They leave 
after dinner

LOVE ON MENU 
George and Amal, 
and below, the bottle 
and plate written on 
by the A-lister

George’s bill was £3k 
...it was on the house

GENEROUS 
Owner Giovanni


