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she told viewers later, was “an
old lady’s dream”.
Nothing in the show was as

shehadexpected, according to
her husband, who singled out
BBCnewsreaderMichaelBuerk
as a disappointment.
“She was hoping for a bit

more discourse with Michael
Buerk,” he said of the veteran
presenter of Radio 4’s Moral
Maze. “He is a let-down.
“Edwina has worked with

himbefore but I think he is out
of his depth, looking around
with his mouth slightly open
thinkingwhat isgoingonhere,
not knowing quite how to play
his part.”
For his part Buerk,whowas

voted out of the jungle on
Wednesday evening, admitted
that his “heart sank”when he
saw that Curry was one of the
contestants.
“She is quite didactic and

inclined to lecture people, but
atleastwecouldhaveaconver-
sation together,” he said in an
interviewwith the DailyMail.
“The rest [apart from

Currie] were just a blur,” he
said. “I had no idea who they
were or what they did. And all
they wanted to talk about was
popmusic or football.”
He admitted to being

shocked by their vulgarity and
ignorance. “Two or three . . .
didn’t know what a pineapple
was,” he said.
According to Jones, Currie

toowill have foundsomeof the
other contestants hard work,
especially Kendra Wilkinson,

the 29-year-old former
stripper who had become one
of Hugh Hefner’s girlfriends
despite a 60-year age gap.
“Edwinahasmetmostkinds

ofpeople[but] Idon’t thinkshe
has ever met anyone quite like
this girl before. “I think
[Edwina] is thinking, ‘I wish
thatgirlhadstayedonatschool
a bit longer, worked a bit
harder anddoesn’t have such a
stupid existence anddidn’t put
such a value on material pos-
sessions and money and stuff
like that’.”
Despite his wife’s famous

affair with John Major, Jones
was relaxed about her
on-screen flirtation with
Quickenden, the 26-year-old
former lifeguard who was the
hunk of the series.
“She treats him like a

grandson. I think he is a very
likeable young fellow, good
looking.
“HeisnotthebrainofBritain

but he’s thrown himself into
it,” he said.
People warmed to his wife,

he suggested, because “she’s a
very interesting woman, very
diverse with a huge amount of

different skills and different
ways of looking at things”.
For Buerk, who lost a con-

siderable amount of weight
during his time in the jungle, it
has clearly been an ordeal. He
likened it to being “yanked
around like a laboratory rat”.
He revealed that all the con-

testantswerequestionedbythe
show’s psychologists about
whether they were likely to
self-harm and were warned
that masturbation was for-
bidden.“I had to assure these
officials I could get through
three weeks . . . without self-

harming or masturbating in
front of 12m viewers.”
Throughout the 19 days he

spent in the jungle, he found
the “humiliation factor far
worse than the fear factor”.
Having to dress in a cockatoo
costumewas his “jungle hell”.
When he got kicked off the

show Buerk and his wife cele-
brated with a bottle of Sauvi-
gnon Blanc at the five-star
Palazzo Versace on Australia’s
Gold Coast. Jones, however,
said he had no special plans for
hiswife’sreturnasshe“didnot
like a fuss”.
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SHE introduced herself to a
new generation and survived
everything the producers of
I’m a Celebrity . . . Get Me Out
of Herethrew at her. But all
Edwina Currie wanted out of
her appearance was a home
extension, says her husband.
As the 68-year-old former

MP prepares to fly back to
Britain after her ordeal in the
Australian jungle, John Jones,
her second husband, revealed
that funding an extension to
their 17th-century cottage in
the Peak District was the
reason she took part in ITV’s
reality show. The final is
tonight.
“They had asked her before

and she said no,” said Jones, a
former police officer in remis-
sion from cancer. Hewas star-
tled when she said yes. “I said
you will get bored and might
meet some real nerds.”
Instead Currie turned out to

be the surprise hit of the show.
Her stoicism in the face of

dietary deprivation and an
endless array of bugs endeared
her to an audience that has
probably forgotten, or is too
young to know, why she
became famous.
The former Tory health

minister openly admired a
contestant more than 40 years
younger, saying as The X
Factor’s Jake Quickenden
exercised: “Wonderful sight,
isn’t it?”Toseehimstretching,

LORD TEBBIT said the Green
party should be treatedwith
“utter contempt” last night
after it picked as its
candidate for a council seat
an activist who claimed the
Brighton bombingwas
justified.
Five people died and

manymorewere injured in
the 1984 IRA attack on the
GrandHotel whereMargaret
Thatcher and her cabinet
were staying during the
Conservative party
conference.
That same year, Richard

Stanton described the
bombing as a “justifiable act
of political warfare”, earning
him national condemnation
from across the political
spectrum, including his then
colleagues in the Labour
party.
However, the Green party

has now picked Stanton to
stand as a councillor in
Brighton’s Queen’s Park
ward at next May’s local
elections.
Stanton, who has

previously been a councillor
in Brighton andHove, was
chosen to replace Ben
Duncan, whowas expelled
from the party earlier this
year for describing soldiers,
on Armed Forces Day, as
“hired killers”.
Tebbit, whowas staying at

the GrandHotel andwhose
wife Margaret was paralysed
in the bombing, said of the
would-be councillor’s
remarks: “No doubt he
would feel it was entirely
justified if somebody killed
him.
“He should be treated

with complete and utter
contempt and the same goes
for the Green party for
encouraging people to
supportmurder.”
Melanie Davis,

chairwoman of the local
Labour group, has written to
her Green party
counterpart, Lisa Murray, Stanton: IRA bomb ‘justifiable’

Tebbit condemns
bomb apologist

calling on her to “reflect
before confirming his
candidacy”.
She said:“I ask you to

reflect on the sense of
outrageMr Stanton’s
selectionwill cause tomany
people in Brighton and
Hove, thosewhoworked to
rescue staff and politicians
affected by the bomb and the
emergency services who
tirelessly sought to save
lives.
“That he has been

selected to succeed Ben
Duncan, expelled from your
party for his comments
about the armed forces, adds
insult to injury.”
AConservative councillor,

GrahamCox, whowas a
serving police officer at the
time of the bombing, said:
“To select someone to stand
for the council here in
Brightonwho thinks the
bombingwas somehow
justified, and appears to
stand by those views,
seems insensitive to say the
least.”
However, a Green

councillor, Geoffrey
Bowden, claimed that
Labourwas trying to “make
mischief” by “dredging up a
story from decades ago”.
He said: “Richard Stanton

was selected as a Green
candidate by an
overwhelmingmajority in a
party-wide ballot.”
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