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SANTA’S SHOWSTOPPERS!
Christmas is almost  
here, so make tracks for 
these festive UK treats

by Joanna 
Tweedy

www.travelmail.co.uk

EARLIEST HOLIDAY 
MEMORY?
AS A child we’d visit the Welsh 
coast in the family caravan. I 
only went abroad once on 
holiday, to Ibiza with my mum 
and two sisters. My dad and 
older brothers had to 
stay behind because we 
couldn’t afford for 
everyone to go.

FAVOURITE PLACE?  
I HAVE a holiday home 
in Quinta do Lago, 
Portugal. It’s a favourite 
because I know I’ll 
always get quality time 
with the family there.

LEAST FAVOURITE 
TRAVELLING COMPANION?
AS MUCH as I enjoy having 
them with me on holiday, 
probably the children. As time 
goes by in the car or on the 
plane, they get bored and 
irritable, like all children do, and 
ask “are we nearly there yet” 
every few minutes.

. . . AND FAVOURITE 
DEFINITELY my dad. We have 
the same interests and it’s 
always great to spend time with 

him, have a few drinks and put 
the world to rights.  

FAVOURITE HOTEL?
I TOOK the family to the 
Atlantis resort in Dubai earlier 
this year. It’s great for children, 
as it has everything on site so 
you don’t need to venture out.

BIGGEST TRAVEL-RELATED 
CONFESSION? 

WHEN younger I used to 
snaffle hotel toiletries. I 
travel a lot with work and 
often only with hand 
luggage, so mini toiletries 
are great for my wash bag.

MOST ROMANTIC 
PLACE?
MY WIFE will tell you that 
I’m not the most romantic 
person in the world, but 
we did go to Barbados 
once, and the setting was 

pretty romantic. It was nice to be 
able to switch off and relax.

MOST UNUSUAL THING 
YOU’VE EATEN AND WHERE?
I’M NOT a fussy eater, but am 
not too keen on some of the more 
exotic meats you find abroad.  
I ate durian fruit recently in 
Singapore — it was revolting.

 MICHAEL is currently 
commentating for BT Sport.

TAMARA HINSON

MICHAEL OWEN

NORTH-WEST
ANIMAL MAGIC
ONE of the country’s most 
famous zoos has opened its gates 
after dark for a series of special  
themed evenings. 

Chester Zoo’s Lantern Magic 
trail features life-size illuminated 
models of many animal residents 
and youngsters can make their 
own lanterns, too.
DETAILS: Adult tickets £9.99, chil-
dren’s £8.99 — under-threes go free 
(01244 380280, chesterzoo.org). 

NORTH-EAST
DOWN MEMORY LANE
TRACE our festive traditions 
back to their humble Victorian 
beginnings at York Castle 
 Museum’s recreated Victorian 
Street. Meet 19th-century locals 
making their Christmas prepara-
tions, and join in with the period 
carols. Father Christmas is due 
to stop by, too.
DETAILS: Tours every afternoon 
from December 16-20. £7.50 per 
child, £6 per adult, including 
museum admission, a present 
from Santa, and coffee, juice and 
mince pies (01904 687687,  
yorkcastlemuseum.org.uk)

SOUTH-EAST
TICKET TO THE NORTH POLE
NO AIR miles required, all you 
need is enough petrol to get to 
Ascot. Set in Whitmoor Forest, 
Lapland UK boasts faux snow, 
toy-making with elves and a 
festive cookery lesson from Mrs 
Christmas plus ice-skating, 
reindeers and free gingerbread. 

Not the cheapest attraction, but 
those who go almost always agree 
that it’s worth the price tag.
DETAILS: From £45 per person. 
Under-ones free (0871 620 7063, 
 laplanduk.co.uk).

LET THERE BE LIGHT
FOR a more contemporary take on 
seasonal decoration, wrap up warm 
and follow the Winter Light trail at 
the National Trust’s 19th-century 
Waddesdon Manor, Bucks.

Until January 4, artist Bruce 
Munro’s fantastical light crea-
tions in the grounds — whirling 
orbs of colour and witty, wintry-
themed illuminations — will wow 
young visitors.
DETAILS: Winter Lights costs £8 
for adults, £4 for children, free to 
National Trust members (01296 
653226, waddesdon.org.uk).

CAPITAL THRILLS
FOR six weeks, an ample chunk 
of London’s famous green lung, 
Hyde Park, will be transformed 
into a vast seasonal entertain-
ment complex. 

Catering for tots to teens and big 
kids at heart, Winter Wonderland 
attractions include Santa Land, 
The Magical Ice Kingdom, the 
largest ice rink in the UK, shows 
by Zippos Circus and a fairground. 
Scrooges be warned: the potential 
for ‘pester power’ is huge.
DETAILS: Entrance to Winter 
Wonderland is free although tick-
ets are required for individual 
attractions. Open 10am-10pm 
d a i l y  ( h y d e p a r k w i n t e r 
wonderland.com).

PRANCING ON ICE
SOME of  Br i ta in’s  most 

 prestigious postcodes play host 
to sparkling frozen lakes over 
Christmas, including Edinburgh’s 
Princes Street and London’s 
 Natural History Museum. 

In Brighton, the atmospheric 
Royal Pavilion invites skaters to 
don blades and glide across the 
former pleasure palace’s shim-
mering winter-time addition. A 
colony of ‘skater-aid’ penguins are 
on hand for wobbling youngsters.
DETAILS: Skating daily until Janu-
ary 18, prices from £10 for adults 
and £7 for under-12s (0844 847 
2352, royalpavilionicerink.co.uk).

SOUTH-WEST
CORNISH CHRISTMAS
‘NADELIK Lowen!’ That’s happy 
Christmas in Cornish. England’s 
most south-westerly region has 
its own unique traditions when it 
comes to celebrating Noel. 

English Heritage property 
 Pendennis Castle in Falmouth, 
built by Henry VIII, has festive 

WHAT’S in a name? In the case 
of Folegandros, history and 
holiday heaven in equal meas-
ure. Folegandros was a son of 
the great King Minos of Crete. 
Somehow, down through the 

years, he gave his name to a little island 
in the Cyclades — a gem of an outcrop, 
north-west of fabled Santorini.

Most people arrive on Folegandros by chance. 
But it takes only one visit to fall for it. Just 20 
miles long, it is an enigmatic, beguiling place which 
calls to the imaginative traveller.

The ferry from Santorini draws up to Karavosta-
sis, where fishermen are fixing their nets. Behind 
the rooftops of the town, the landscape has been 
licked clean by scorching sun and fierce winds. 
Scrub, wild flowers and cacti cling to rough earth 
tamed by low stone walls and slate terraces.

The modern design hotel, Anemi, is hewn from 
this terrain, with a large sea-water pool, 44 deli-
ciously whitewashed bungalow rooms and young 
welcoming staff. The sophistication of simplicity. 
Fodis, the barista, teaches me Greek, and tells me 
about his beautiful old lady at the back of the 
hotel. This turns out to be a 1955 motorbike. 

The breeze in my hair, we speed up vertiginous 

slopes past brilliant white churches standing high 
above the Aegean. The island has just 650 regular 
inhabitants, a few thousand in summer. There is no 
bank, and only one ATM. 

It is not long before locals start to recognise and 
greet me like an old friend — asking where I will eat 
that night, full of suggestions. Spiros from Sea U  
Dive Centre (in Chora, a medieval town in the  
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south-east), takes me on a blissful ride around 
the island in his boat — to the Chryssospilia 
cave, and cobalt-blue secluded bays.

I hire a car and park at the side of sweeping 
roads to explore thyme-scented donkey 
tracks leading to far-flung beaches with their 
compelling views and sunsets. You do not 
need a lot to be happy on this island. Why 
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But he tells me I must come back soon. 
And with a big smile, he returns to his 

TRAVEL FACTS
EASYJET (easyjet.com) flies to Santorini from 
Gatwick from £150 return. Sea Jets ferries 
(seajets.gr) sail from Santorini to Folegandros. 
Doubles at the Anemi (anemihotels.com) cost 
from £150, B&B. Car hire at Tomaso (tomaso.gr).

SHARON FEINSTEIN

south-east), takes me on a blissful ride around 
the island in his boat — to the Chryssospilia 

I hire a car and park at the side of sweeping 
roads to explore thyme-scented donkey 
tracks leading to far-flung beaches with their 

ou do not 
need a lot to be happy on this island. Why 

doesn’t everyone live here, I wonder, back at 
the Anemi hotel? I put this to Demetris, the 
hotel’s chef. He tells me I have not experi-
enced the winter — when everything is 
closed and people go away.

But he tells me I must come back soon. 
And with a big smile, he returns to his 
 wonderful cooking.

ravishing


