
IT’S LA DOLCE VITA, TO
THE POWER OF THREE!
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TRAVEL2

The London Cruise Show at
Olympia on 22-23 March is Eu-
rope's largest cruising event. It is
the perfect introduction for those
new to cruising and a treasure trove
for experienced cruisers looking for
inspiration for their next holidays at
sea. You can buy tickets (£10 on the
door) for only £4 by quoting Jewish
News when booking online. 
www.cruisingshow.com 
Current cruising offers include Aza-
mara Club Cruises’ 10-night Baltic
Rendezvous fly-cruise from £2,194
per person from 17 July aboard
Azamara Journey. The price in-
cludes return flights, transfers and

a 10-night voyage departing from
Stockholm with an overnight stay
before calling at Helsinki, the a
two-night stay in St Petersburg fol-
lowed by calls at Tallinn, Warnemu-
nde and Lubeck, before arriving in
Copenhagen for the flight home. 
www.azamaraclubcruises.co.uk
Crystal is a six-star cruse line and
there is always the debate whether
Serenity or the slightly-smaller Sym-
phony is the better ship. On 18
April, Serenity departs Southamp-
ton to Rome for a 12-night cruise
visiting Bordeaux (overnight), Le
Verdon, Lisbon, Gibraltar, Monte
Carlo (over-night), Porto Venere and

Florence. All-inclusive fly-cruise
prices are from £2,852 per person. 
www.crystalcruises.co.uk
Cunard has a number of Atlantic
crossings on the Queen Mary 2,
renowned for having plenty to do
on board.  The seven-night west-
bound package is probably the best
option, avoiding the Air Passenger
Duty tax and giving passengers five
25-hour days, giving extra value.
The next crossing is 9 May with
fares from £1,229. Included are
transfers in New York and US$80 in
on-board credit. Meanwhile, Queen
Victoria leaves Southampton 9 May
for 14 nights to St Petersburg fol-

lowed by an Around the British Isles
13-nights cruise, both from £1,099. 
www.cunard.com
Hebridean Princess is tiny, a cruise
vessel which has in the past been
chartered by the Queen. Departing
Oban 25 March, it has a seven-
night cruise at £3,170 taking in Fort
William, picturesque villages and
breath-taking lochs.
www.hebridean.co.uk

Oceania’s Marina leaves Southamp-
ton on 2 September, on a 12-night
Nordic Splendours voyage, sailing
along the north west coast of Eu-
rope, Scandinavia and the Baltics,

with an overnight stay
in St Petersburg. Prices
start at £1,899 includ-
ing return flights to Copenhagen,
all meals, complimentary soft drinks
and bottled water. This is definitely
a cruise ship built for food lovers.  
www.oceaniacruises.com  
Silversea is a luxury brand with serv-
ice charges and bar items included.
Silver Spirit is the largest and latest
of the fleet and has availability on a
seven-night cruise from 12 May from
Civitavecchia to Barcelona via
Livorno, Alghero, Porto Mahon and
Ibiza. From £2,050, plus air fare.  
www.silversea.com
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I feel like Virginia Woolf on the Grand
Tour, arriving in Rome with Venice
and Milan to come. The Eternal City

is where Woolf said she would come to
die. But nothing really dies in this glo-
rious city of ghosts, where centuries are
laid bare across the seven hills.

There is the huge Colosseum where
gladiators and wild animals shed their
blood; the Forum, central to Rome’s
daily life; the Vatican museums packed
with Christian treasure; and the Ghetto,
where Jews were shut in behind a high
iron gate by Pope Paul IV in 1555.

I am staying in probably Italy’s classi-
est hotel, the Baglioni. It
exudes glamour,
with marble and
mirrors,  Murano
chandeliers, fres-
coed ceilings and
a penthouse with
the city’s highest
terrace and
360deg views
across the skyline
of 900 churches.

I jog through
the nearby Villa
Borghese with its
sudden gusts of
orange blossom,
stately cypresses
and pines planted by Mussolini be-
cause he wanted Rome to be as
grand as Berlin.

The city is glowing in the warm win-
ter sun, loud, vibrant and thronging
with La Dolce Vita.

I sit beside the Trevi Fountain under
the moonlight after eating the local
caccio e pepe pasta at Trattoria
Giggetto in the Ghetto, where I also
visit the magnificent synagogue with its
stained glass windows.

Then an evening at the Baglioni,
with a Michelin meal and show by Car-
oline Smith’s Dance Academy of slick-
haired Romeos in silk suits and open
shirts, to sweep the gals off their feet. 

Next I’m on the train rolling across
countryside as Venice comes into
focus through the fog.

The Luna Baglioni is almost on the
Grand Canal, opulent and romantic,
with striking gold silk covering the
walls and a breakfast room that was
once the only casino in Venice and
Casanova’s favourite haunt. 

It’s a grand occasion when you start
the day sitting beneath
pink and cream Tiepolo
frescoes, and a plate
stuffed with home-
made Venetian cakes
and other delicacies.

Other treats include
dining at Da Forno,
the most atmospheric
restaurant in Venice,
where hand-written
comments by Paul
McCartney and Prince
Charles are kept in a
thick leather-bound
book along with
other famous names.

The feeling of
other-worldliness is suddenly there
again within the whispers of Venice’s
narrow walkways and bridges as gon-
dolas float by with their coloured
hanging lamps past abandoned, des-
olate buildings where families have
fled the rising waters.

As my Italian improves I feel a surge
of confidence, enough to tackle that
chic, fashion centre of the world, Milan. 

The Carlton Hotel Baglioni has
probably the best location in the city,

facing that glitzy, well-trodden shop-
ping street, Via della Spiga, home of
Cavalli and Moncler. 

The hotel is smart and has a real
verve about it, with super-smooth serv-
ice and rooms that elegantly combine
antiques with bold modern colours.

It’s also home to what many con-
sider the city’s best restaurant,
Baretto, which resembles a wood-
panelled English smoking club with
tartan carpets and reserves a table
for Anna Wintour and Kate Moss
every evening during fashion week.

This hub of Milan is in full swing,
driven by elegant fashion seekers,
but the cooler part of the city, with
the tiny, hidden shops that the unini-
tiated might miss, is around Brera.
Here I buy three pairs of unique,
hand-made shoes from Manee, and
an exquisite silk-lined jacket from 10
Corso Como, a converted garage.

Milan’s culture is sometimes over-
looked by the shoppers who find
themselves in a paradise of choice
clothes, handbags, perfumes, glass-
ware, the best of everything.

There are the obvious sights like
the magnificent Gothic Duomo, a
masterpiece of engineering which
took 600 years to complete, and the
renowned opera house La Scala.

But for me, it is about the more pri-
vate, intimate moments I spend in the
Pinacoteca di Brera, mesmerised by
Bellini’s Madonna and Child, and the
Renaissance church of Santa Maria
delle Grazie, where Leonardo painted
his Last Supper.

While my friends flock to Thailand
and the Caribbean, these three trans-
fixing cities feel like a wonderful
choice, one of real drama and diversity.
A trip that really belongs to me.

Sharon is all smiles in Venice. Below, Rome’s synagogue in the old ghetto

Regina Hotel Baglioni, Rome:
www.baglionihotels.com/category/
regina-hotel-baglioni-rome/
Luna Hotel Baglioni, Venice:
www.baglionihotels.com/category/
luna-hotel-baglioni-venice/

Carlton Hotel Baglioni, Milan:
www.baglionihotels.com/category/
carlton-hotel-baglioni-milan/

Sharon Feinstein: 
www.sharonfeinstein.co.uk

Sharon’s helpful contacts:

Gladiators and ghosts, opulence and trendy shopping
keep Sharon Feinstein entranced on a hectic trip to Italy


