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SEARCH Hollywood's Jolie

How tospot a fake '

B Foor gquality labelling,
possibly with spelling mistakes.
M Iftheseal is broken, don't drink
it. Evenif it's notillegal, it could
haye beentampered with.

W Oces it ook its age? Shiny

Angelina eyes
£65k amonth
cinema pad

EXCLUSIVE BY MADAFARHOUD
Consumer Features Editor
MEET the woman on the trail of wine
coumterfeiters behind global frauds
worth an estimated £800million.
IMaureen Downey, dubbed the
Shelock Holmes of wine, says old bottles
Hogged on eBay help fael the brade.
Enmpties that once held vintage wine
are being sold with onginal corks for
hundreds of pounds,
Swindl er= then Al thern with inferior
wine and shift thermn to unsuspecting
buyers for thousands, An estimated 20

new labels are often stained BY SHARON FEINSTEIN
with tobacco or dirt, ANGELINA Jolieis looldng
M Bordeaux corksaretypically to remt a spectacular
S52-55mm long, and are branded, property m North London
ratherthan inked. Check for for £64,000 a ronth.
CoOrkscrew scoring marks. The 1930z bve-bedroom

Woman whose mission Is to track down
in- fraudsters who cash in on fake wine

per cant of all “fine wine' is fake - around
£200rmillion-warth.

The problern has got worse in recent
years as 1nvestors pour money mko
vinktage wine, sending prnces tirouagh the
roof, says a BBC docurnentary,

Ifaureen, the wor d's top wine expert,
zaid: “Counterfeit wine iz far more
prevalent than people realise, affecting
every level of theindustry,

“In 18 to 20 vears we have seen this
highly lucrabive, low-risk business
explode espedally across Burope where
organised crime gangs are involved!”

Arnerican Maureen, who studies labels
with a magifing glass looldng for the

tiniest clues, helped put the biggest ever
wine fraudster belind barsin 2013,
she was a prosecubion witness in the
trial of Budy Farniawan, who mixed fake
vintage wine in his California kitchen.
Faurmiawan was jailed for 10 years for
selling £400mmillion of Fakee plonk - rmach
ofit bdieved tobe still in aroulabon,
Experts say the indushy 1snot domg
ertough to tackl e theproblem due to the
ernbarrassment of being duped, Docu-
mentary presenter Susie Barme said:

“There are three ways to create a
cowmtetet bottle: refill an emply original
with lesser wine, recreate an existing
wine mcluding the label, or make a
vintagethat never achually exdsted,

“While rnost of us dor't buy sup er-
expensive bottes of wine, there are also
exarmples of everyday winesbeing faked”

she found 3 19584 Romanees Conkbl — a
top Burge dy — with the original eore for
£287 on eBay, Orignals sell for £13,000,

nada. farhowdZtrl nltymirre room
M The Wine Detectives, BBC Radic 4,

tomorrow, Spm,

house in Primrose Hill,
worth £24rmillion, boasts a
rinema, swintming pool,
orangery and roof terrace,

Holbrwood star Angdina
sent her people to view it
as son Maddox, 15, 15 keen

onstudying at the capital's
Slade School of Fne Art,
A zource close to the
murm of six said: “Ange
warnts a home good for the
whole farmily” Tina Twner
and David Bowie have
been previous tenants,

Anice rich shade

FIFTY Shades of Grey
author EL James earned

£lomillion in 2016 taking
her forbane to £87rmllion,
company a cooun ts show,
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Exposing hypocrisy was at the heart of our

investigation into Keith Vaz MP. The chair of M”"ﬂ MP

KEITH ¥,
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the Home Affairs select committee himself

X ad mltted those who hold others to account,

& must themselves be accountable.
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