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THERE ISN’T EVEN A SIGN on the door. Unknowingly, I used 
to jog straight past it on my morning run from the Baglioni Hotel 
Luna along Venice’s Grand Canal. Yet the glitterati are known 
WR�À\�IURP�/RQGRQ�MXVW�WR�KDYH�OXQFK�KHUH��7KLV�LV�WKH�OHJHQGDU\�
+DUU\¶V�%DU��IDYRXULWH�KDXQW�RI�NLQJV��ZULWHUV�OLNH�+HPLQJZD\�
and Coward, and Hollywood’s big names, including Woody Allen 
and Angelina Jolie. 

For me it is all about Harry, or ‘Arrigo’ in Italian, son of the 
founder of this epic restaurant. For habitués of Harry’s Bar, the 
famous Bellini cocktail and simple food are merely incidental. 
7KH�UHDVRQ�WKH\�ÀRFN�KHUH�LV�WKH�DWPRVSKHUH��,W�IHHOV�OLNH�D�FOXE��
a relaxed meeting point for intellectuals, artists, politicians, and 

PRYHUV�DQG�VKDNHUV��+DUU\������DQG�KLV�ZDLWHUV�PDNH�HYHU\RQH�
feel special, no matter who they are. 

+DUU\�WRRN�PH�IRU�D�VSLQ�LQ�KLV�0HUFHGHV�����$0*�DFURVV�
the Freedom Bridge from Venice to the mainland to see his 
small pasta factory that supplies Harrods, hand-picked shops 
and certain families. We could really talk, without him excusing 
himself to greet the King of Sweden or check the scampi fritti.

His formula is the ‘complexity of simplicity’ and total 
µQRQ�LPSRVLWLRQ¶�RQ�FXVWRPHUV��7KH\�GRQ¶W�KDYH�D�VRPPHOLHU�RU�
luxurious plates. It’s simple and sophisticated, and goes towards 
making you feel utterly relaxed. 

‘If a customer is not relaxed it’s not working,’ says Harry.  
‘We put the bar right by the door because that helps with people’s 
VK\QHVV��:KHQ�\RX�JR�WR�D�IDPRXV�SODFH�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH��\RX� 
IHHO�WKDW�HYHU\ERG\�LV�ORRNLQJ�DW�\RX�¶

Hemingway was a regular from 1949 and set scenes from 
KLV�QRYHO�Across the River and into the Trees in this bar. ‘I think 
solitude frightened him and that was why he always sought 
the company of others,’ says Harry. Orson Welles would down 
two bottles of Dom Pérignon here, and Truman Capote always 
RUGHUHG�WKH�SUDZQ�VDQGZLFKHV��:KHQ�WKH�9HQLFH�¿OP�IHVWLYDO�
RSHQV��WKH�VWDUV�FRPH�IRU�OXQFK�DQG�GLQQHU�HYHU\�GD\�

1LFROH�.LGPDQ�DQG�7RP�&UXLVH�DUULYHG�RQFH��µ,�GLGQ¶W�NQRZ�
ZKR�WKH\�ZHUH�¶�VD\V�+DUU\��µ:H¶G�UHVHUYHG�WKH�WDEOH�LQ�WKH� 
FRUQHU�EXW�WKH\�VDLG��³1R��ZH�GRQ¶W�ZDQW�WR�EH�VHHQ�´�VR�,�JDYH�
them a tiny little room at the back and they were quite happy. 
Just being in the magic of Harry’s Bar was enough for them.

‘The furniture is simple, designed by my father. Sometimes 
UHVWDXUDQW�WDEOHV�DUH�YHU\�KLJK�VR�\RX�KDYH�WR�HDW�VOLJKWO\�
XSZDUGV��&KLOGUHQ�ORYH�WKLV�SODFH�EHFDXVH�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH� 
WKH\�KDYH�D�WDEOH�DW�WKH�ULJKW�KHLJKW��/LQHQ�LV�DOVR�YHU\�LPSRUWDQW�� 
7KH�ÀRRU�LV�VOLJKWO\�KHDWHG�LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW�\RX�GRQ¶W�HYHQ�IHHO�LW�� 
but the whole atmosphere is nice and warm.’

Yet it is perhaps the food at Harry’s Bar that seals the deal. 
µ3HRSOH�FRPH�LQ�DQG�VD\��³'R�\RX�VWLOO�KDYH�WKH�EHDQ�VRXS"�7KH�
SUDZQ�VDQGZLFKHV"´�<RX�FDQ�KDYH�D�FOXE�VDQGZLFK�LI�\RX�ZDQW�
WR�RU�\RX�FDQ�JR�ZLOG��3HRSOH�KDYH�WRWDO�IUHHGRP�KHUH��7KH�
LQWHOOLJHQWVLD�ORYH�LW��/DVW�QLJKW�DW�WKDW�WDEOH�IRU�VL[��WKHUH�ZHUH�
writers, architects, painters, and they’re all coming back tonight. 

µ,�QHYHU�FKDQJH�DQ\WKLQJ�¶�VD\V�+DUU\��µ7KH�%HOOLQL�ZDV�
LQYHQWHG�E\�P\�IDWKHU��SLFWXUHG���+H�XVHG�WR�VHUYH�WKH�SHDFK�DQG�
,WDOLDQ�SURVHFFR��,Q������WKHUH�ZDV�DQ�H[KLELWLRQ�RI�WKH�SDLQWHU�
Bellini so we began to call it “Bellini”. A few years later, our 
VOLFHG�UDZ�PHDW�JRHV�DOO�RYHU�WKH�ZRUOG��0\�IDWKHU�PDGH�WKH�¿UVW�
beef carpaccio for the countess Amalia Nani Mocenigo in 1950 
when he found out she couldn’t eat cooked meat.’ The name was 
inspired by the Venetian painter Carpaccio’s works, often in red 
and white tones not dissimilar to the appearance of raw meat. 

‘The other day, Richard Gere asked me, “Harry, what is it 
DERXW�WKLV�SODFH"´�³,W¶V�YHU\�VLPSOH�´�,�VDLG��³:H�NQRZ�KRZ�WR�
make you happy.”’ 

Harry’s Bar, Calle Vallaresso 1323, 30124 San Marco, Venice; 
harrysbarvenezia.com.

There’s Something  
About Harry
Harry’s Bar in Venice became a national monument in 
������:KDW¶V�WKH�VHFUHW"�+DUU\�KLPVHOI�KDV�D�VLPSOH�
UHFLSH�WKDW�NHHSV�HYHU\RQH��IURP�WKH�IDPRXV�WR�WKH�
fabulous, coming back. Words SHARON FEINSTEIN

µ,61¶7�,7�$�%,7�0($7<�)25�<28"¶�ZDV�WKH�XQLYHUVDO�FU\�ZKHQ�
,�VDLG�,�ZDV�JRLQJ�WR�-DPLH�2OLYHU¶V�%DUEHFRD��DQ�$PHULFDQ�VW\OH�
charcoal grill – with me being a longtime pescatarian.

µ%XW�¿VK�RQ�D�VPRN\�RSHQ�ÀDPH"�:KDW�FRXOG�EH�PRUH�
KHDYHQO\"¶�ZDV�P\�WKLQNLQJ��$QG�,�ZDV�TXLWH�ULJKW��

µ7KH�WKLQJ�WKDW�PDNHV�%DUEHFRD�VSHFLDO�¶�2OLYHU�VD\V�GXULQJ�
RXU�H[FOXVLYH�LQWHUYLHZ��µLV�WKDW�LW¶V�DOO�DERXW�¿UH�DQG�WKH�PRVW�
LQFUHGLEOH�ZD\V�RI�JHWWLQJ�JUHDW�ÀDYRXUV��0DQ\�RI�RXU�)LIWHHQ�
graduates work there so it’s like an extension of the family – and 
WKH�IDFW�P\�IDPLO\�HDWV�WKHUH�H[WHQGV�WKDW�QRWLRQ�HYHQ�PRUH�¶

Shown to our seats on this night – a huge red leather 
banquette facing St Paul’s – we’re excited by the exuberance of 
the place. On top of that, there’s a cinematic spectacle of London 
life on the other side of the cathedral-like glass walls. Who else 
JHWV�WR�VWDUH�DW�6W�3DXO¶V�JUDQGHXU�LQ�VXFK�FRPIRUW"�:H�ZDWFK�

Worship at the Grill

-DPLH�2OLYHU¶V�SDUHQWV�FKRRVH�WKH�%DUEHFRD�
IRU�WKH�YLHZ�DQG�WKHLU�IDPRXV�VRQ¶V�IRRG��,W�
HYHQ�FKDUPV�D�KDUGHQHG�SHVFDWDULDQ��

Words SHARON FEINSTEIN
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the red buses pass through pools of lamp light on the city’s  
shiny wet streets while drinking a superb Chenin Blanc.

The food is pretty good too. The calamari is juicy, lightly 
crisped, with a hint of chilli and a mysterious sauce in a bold 
brush stroke across a board. ‘What a great start,’ I say to my 
DFWUHVV�FRPSDQLRQ��ZKR�LV�NHHQ�WR�UHPDLQ�LQFRJQLWR���:LOO�
DQ\RQH�ORRN�XS�IURP�WKHLU�SODWH�ORQJ�HQRXJK�WR�VSRW�KHU"��

0\�KDOLEXW�DUULYHV�±�µWKH�NLQJ�RI�¿VK¶��DV�P\�IDYRXULWH�
¿VKPRQJHU�FDOOV�LW��,W¶V�KXJH��JROGHQ�DQG�GHOLFLRXV��$W�WKH�ULVN�
RI�VRXQGLQJ�OLNH�,¶P�RQ�2OLYHU¶V�SD\UROO��,�KDYH�WR�VD\�WKH�VLGHV�
are perfect too: spinach, shredded Brussels sprouts, carrots and 
pumpkin. The actress’s lamb is beautifully tender. We’re as close 
WR�KHDYHQ�DV�ZH�FRXOG�EH��VR�QHDU�WKH�FDWKHGUDO��7R�HQG��D�WULR�RI�
home-made ice creams and sorbet. 

2OLYHU�KDV�WKH�ODVW�ZRUG��µ,W�LV�FHUWDLQO\�IXO¿OOLQJ�DOO�P\�
expectations, absolutely,’ he says. ‘It’s unique in London. My 
WRS�WKUHH�WKLQJV�DERXW�%DUEHFRD�DUH�WKH�PHDW��WKH�YLHZ�DQG�WKH�
whisky collection.’ 

6RRQ�LW�LV�PLGQLJKW�DQG�ZH¶YH�QRW�OHIW��6XGGHQO\�,�WKLQN�RI�
VRPHWKLQJ�&KXUFKLOO�VDLG��µ(QRXJK�LV�DV�JRRG�DV�D�IHDVW�¶�:H�OHDYH�
%DUEHFRD�YHU\�UHDG\�WR�UHWXUQ��:H¶G�QRW�WDFNOHG�WKH�ZKLVN\��DQG�
ZH¶G�QHYHU�WLUH�RI�WKH�YLHZ��

Barbecoa, One New Change, London EC4M 9AG;  
barbecoa.com. Price for two guests with wine: about £150


