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wife last week, saying how excited he 
was to reunite with her so they could 
spend Christmas together.

He wrote: “Done. 8 months away 
from home, away from loved ones, 
working ridiculous hours in ridiculous 
conditions @michkeegan you amaze 
me more & more every day. I’m so 
proud of you, words can’t even ex-
plain. It’s going to be the best 
Christmas ever!! I love you so much 
my little trooper.”

Michelle recently revealed that she 
had no idea she would be away for so 
long filming Our Girl, as she signed 
a contract for the third season before 
it was even commissioned.

Speaking to Radio 1 host Nick 
Grimshaw, she said: “I wasn’t 100 per 
cent there would be another series 
but I signed the option for there to 
be another.  

“Obviously the first time it was for 
five episodes but this time it was for 
12 so it’s overly doubled. 

“I didn’t know that at the time ei-
ther. It’s been a long, long filming 
schedule. 

“I was away for three months last 
time and this time I was in South 
Africa for three months and then I 
had three weeks off and then I was in 
Malaysia for three months.

“So, overall, I was away for seven 
months. It was a long time being away 
from home. I had to do it, the contract 
was signed. Book me a flight!” 
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EXCLUSIVE
by Sharon Feinstein

Michelle has got 
the Wright time
Our Girl star and hubby to be together more in 2018

‘PROUD
OF YOU’ 
Mark and 
Michelle at 
Disneyland 
Paris event

MICHELLE Keegan has a  
simple New Year’s resolution 
– to see more of her husband 
Mark Wright.

Pals of the Our Girl actress say she 
is delighted they are reunited for 
Christmas after eight months apart.

Mark has been in America trying 
to carve out a career as a TV presenter 
while Michelle has been in South 
Africa working round the clock on 
the BBC military drama.

Now the former Corrie star wants 
to rethink her life in 2018 and spend 
a lot more time as a married couple.

Thrilled
A source close to Michelle, 30, said: 

“Michelle and Mark have spent most 
of the year apart and it has not been 
easy. But they are stronger than ever. 

“In 2018, Michelle is determined 
they don’t spend as much time away 
from one another.”

On Wednesday, the smiling pair 
looked loved up during a visit to 
Disneyland Paris with victims of the 
Manchester bombings and their fami-
lies organised by British Airways.

They looked thrilled to be together 
after so long apart during the France 
trip, which also featured the cast of 
Hollyoaks and comedian John Bishop.

Mark, 30, tweeted a tribute to his 

APART: Mark in US. Right, Michelle in Our Girl

Wonderland in London with for-
mer West Ham defender Tom, 37.

But he was unaware Tom, who 
now plays for Arizona in the US, 
had spotted his chance to even 
the score after Mark had put a 
hole in his festive headwear.

Tom, married to ex-glamour 
model and Celebrity Big Brother 
star Nicola McLean, 36, took his 

lighter and filmed himself holding 
it to the back of Mark’s ribbed 
jumper – then pointing as the 
flame took hold.

He later posted the 13-second 
video on his Instagram page, tag-
ging his TV star buddy, saying: “If 
you rip my Xmas hat I will set your 
Xmas jumper on flames.”

He went on to assure his 13,000 

followers: “No TV celebrities were 
harmed in the making of this 
video.”

One person who saw the stunt 
said: “It’s stupid behaviour – not 
the kind of thing you’d expect 
from kids, let alone adults.”

But another joked: “It was 
clearly a bit of fun. The only thing 
he did wrong was put it out.”

Mark pays penalty in hat spat
By Alan Selby

MArk Wright was treated to a 
Christmas warm-up from foot-
baller pal Tom Williams – who set 
his jumper on fire in a jokey spat 
over a hat.

Towie star Mark, 30, himself 
an ex-footballer, was enjoying a 
night out at Hyde Park’s Winter 

FLAME AT LAST: 
Jumper set alight 

Up high for 
homeless
A WOMAN will sleep 
rough on Ben Nevis tonight 
to  support the homeless.

Wild camping expert 
Phoebe Smith bedded 
down on Snowdon – Wales’ 
highest mountain – on 
Friday night, and today she 
woke on England’s biggest 
peak, Scafell Pike.

She hopes the Scottish 
leg of her challenge will 
help raise £5,000 for home-
less charity Centrepoint. 

Phoebe said: “Every year 
around 150,000 young peo-
ple experience a problem 
that results in homeless-
ness. For them it is not fun.”

To donate to the appeal 
see justgiving.com/fund 
raising/extremesleeps.

TARGET: French chateau

sas vet in 
raid nailed 
by dog hair
AN ex-SAS officer accused 
of threatening the owners 
of a stately home during a 
robbery was traced through 
a hair from his dog, it was 
believed last night.

The Who Dares Wins 
veteran was arrested after 
a single strand from his 
Jack Russell was found at 
the raid scene, reports said.

The man, identified only 
as Derek, 57, is said to have 
been part of a six-man 
English-speaking gang 
which broke into a mansion 
near Bordeaux in France.

The owners were tied  
up and threatened with 
murder as the armed and 
masked robbers, who knew 
their names, looted them 
of cash and jewellery.

Children were sleeping 
upstairs during the raid at 
Chateau Durantie, in which 
a safe was emptied and an 
£18,000 watch taken.

Police launched a search 
for British owners of Jack 
Russells within a 100-mile 
radius of the chateau, which 
is part of an Anglo-French 
catering business used as a 
wedding and party venue.

Derek was arrested at a 
property in Charme, a short 
drive away, surrounded by 
cannabis plants and other 
drugs, sources reported.

Victoria Heinig, who 
runs the chateau with hus-
band Ralph, told police 
they were dining with 
friends when the gang burst 
in. Five other people have 
also been arrested.

by Peter Allen
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