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fortune on tracking those with the 
South African mutation but anyone 
from my plane could have blithely 
infected 100 people wandering 

through the airport. 
“I want us to suc-

ceed and get back 
our lives. We can’t if 
this ineptitude 
continues.”

Her story comes as 
ministers were  
warned that around 
200,000 people will 
arrive in the UK 
before passengers 
from the “red list” 
are ordered to quar-
antine in a hotel.

The Government is 
also expected to 
announce soon that 
all arrivals must have 
a Covid test on the 
second and eighth 

day of self-isolation after they get 
here. The new rules will not just 
apply to those heading into the UK 
from “red list” but those self-isolat-
ing at home too. One source said it 
could lead to an end to short-haul 

flights as “demand will be nil”. 
The Department of Health said:  

“Throughout the pandemic, the 
Government has put in place  
proportionate measures that have 
led to some of the toughest border 
regimes in the world. 

“It is important the Government 
continues to take the necessary 

when they are so important to 
their relatives’ health. This is  
not good enough. 

“That is why we are calling for 
a change in the law to enshrine 
the right of care home residents 
to receive family visits.”

Age UK, John’s Campaign, the 
National Care Forum, Rights for 
Residents and the Relatives & 
Residents Association all said 
care home visits must be in 
place for residents and essential 
caregivers by March 1 as a first 
step to opening up.

The Joint Committee on 
Human Rights – a powerful 
select committee of MPs and 
Lords – has presented Health 
Secretary Matt Hancock with 
draft emergency legislation.

It would see families 
designated essential carers, 
giving them unfettered access. 

husband who just wants to have 
access to his wife of 50 years.

“These restrictions seem so 
unfair and have stopped me 
from seeing the woman I love…
this is killing me.”

He added: “In August, Mr 
Hancock said people like me 
could become key workers. 

“I am not asking for all 
relatives to be allowed access, 
but those with dementia and 
near the end ought to be treated 
like real human beings.”

FROM PAGE ONE

BLANKET bans on care home 
visits were blasted by Liz 
Kendall as she backed the Daily 
Express’ demand that loved ones 
are finally allowed in. 

Despite rapid testing, PPE and 
a nationwide campaign to 
reunite families with vulnerable 
residents many providers 
continue to lock them out.

It has denied tens of 
thousands of families the chance 
to say a final goodbye to more 
than 30,000 care home residents 
who have perished from the 
virus since the pandemic started.

Labour’s Ms Kendall, the 
shadow minister for social care, 
said: “The blanket ban on  
family visits to care homes is 
one of the greatest scandals  
of the pandemic. 

“It has caused huge anguish 
for families and taken a terrible 
toll on care home residents too.

“All of the families understand 
the need to minimise the  
risk of bringing this awful  
virus into care homes. 

“They just don’t see why – 
with proper PPE and regular 
testing – they aren’t allowed the 
same access as staff, especially 
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Backing campaign...Liz Kendall

I HAVE just got off the plane 
from South Africa. Heathrow 
terminal five on a Monday at 
12.30pm. Not a sleepy Sunday 
or the middle of the night.

I’ve arrived a week before  
the hotel quarantine will 
supposedly be put in place for 
anyone coming from countries 
where the dangerous Covid 
mutant is rife – that is South 
Africa and Brazil. 

South Africa is the one on 
everyone’s lips with mutation of 
the virus more contagious than 
anywhere else and possibly 
able to defy the vaccine. 

So, South Africa is top of the 
red list and the country every 
border official is on the look out 
for – or so one would think. I 

Q&A
By Steph Spyro

DEREK Sheffield has not seen 
his dementia-stricken wife for 
more than 10 months. 

Jennifer, 74, who suffers with 
Alzheimer’s, was admitted to a 
care home a year ago. 

Derek visited his beloved wife 
of 50 years daily for 11 weeks 
until lockdown.

He saw her again briefly in 
hospital in August when medics 
thought she might not survive. 

Grandad Derek, 74, of 
Lutterworth, Leics, said: “My 
situation is becoming intolerable. 
The Government is getting away 
with refusing me – and others – 
our basic human rights.” 

He praised Moat House Care 
Home, in nearby Burbage, and 
its staff for the way Jennifer has 
been looked after. But he cannot 
accept the injustice of being 
unable to visit as her condition 
deteriorates. 

He said: “I would say to 
[Health Secretary] Matt 
Hancock that I am a loving 

Couple on their golden wedding

By Giles Sheldrick

■
WHAT ARE 
THE CURRENT 

SAFETY CHECKS 
AT AIRPORTS 
WHEN ARRIVING 
INTO THE UK 
FROM ABROAD?
Passengers must 
have proof of a 
negative Covid-19 test 
to travel to England. If 
someone arrives and 
cannot show proof of 
a negative test, they 
could be fined £500.

People must 
complete a passenger 
locator form before 
travel, which includes: 
passport information, 
travel details and the 
address where they 
will stay in the UK.

Police are carrying 
out more physical 
checks at addresses 
to make sure people 
are self-isolating for a 
10-day period – 
regardless of pre- 
departure test result.

■
WHICH 
NATIONS ARE 

ON THE RED LIST?
UK residents and 
nationals arriving 
from 33 “red list” 
countries will be 
required to 
quarantine in a 
designated hotel for 
10 days from Monday.

People from these 
high-risk countries, or 
anyone who has 
visited one in the last 
10 days, are already 
banned from entering 
the UK. The countries 
include: Angola, 

Argentina, Bolivia, 
Botswana, Burundi, 
Brazil, Cape Verde, 
Chile, Colombia, 
Democratic Republic 
of Congo, Ecuador, 
Eswatini, French 
Guiana, Guyana, 
Lesotho, Malawi, 
Mauritius, 
Mozambique, 
Namibia, Panama, 
Paraguay, Peru, 
Portugal (including 
Madeira and the 
Azores), Rwanda, 
Seychelles, South 
Africa, Suriname, 
Tanzania, UAE, 
Uruguay, Venezuela, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe.

■
WHY HAS 
HOTEL 

QUARANTINE NOT 
STARTED YET?
The Government has 
not signed any travel 
quarantine contracts 
with hotel firms, 
Downing Street 
confirmed yesterday.

Minister James 
Cleverly said the hotel 
industry needed to be 
given notice of the 
plans. He said: “We 
need time to prepare, 
we need time to make 
sure that this works.

“That’s why we’ve 
given the hotel 
industry notice to give 
them time to train 

staff and get their 
rooms ready.”

■
HOW WILL THE 
QUARANTINE 

SCHEME WORK?
Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson has said 
passengers will be 
“met at the airport 
and transported 
directly into 
quarantine”.

They will then have 
to stay in their rooms 
at a Government-
designated facility 
with security guards 
accompanying them if 
they go outside.

It is understood 
travellers from the 
“red list” countries 
will have to pay to be 
isolated in a hotel, 
with Covid testing 
during their stay.

■
WHAT 
MEASURES 

HAVE OTHER 
COUNTRIES TAKEN 
TO STOP NEW 
VARIANTS FROM 
ENTERING?
France has banned all 
but essential travel 
from outside the EU 
and arrivals from the 
EU must present a 
negative PCR test.

Spain requires all 
arriving from a 
high-risk country to 
present a negative 
test and to fill in a 
Health Control Form.

Travellers from the 
UK are not required 
to self-isolate on 
arrival in Spain.

Visit...Sharon with her mum

only 20 hours after leaving South 
Africa, where a mutant variant is 
running rife. 

Sharon Feinstein had all her doc-
uments ready – including her 
Covid test result and locator form 
stating where she would be self-
isolating – but not one official 
asked to see them. 

Sharon, who lives in Islington, 
north London, said: “I was in tears. 
I just couldn’t believe what hap-
pened. I could have had Covid, 
they don’t know where I am stay-
ing, they didn’t ask. 

“As a country we’re messing up.”
The writer and journalist flew via 

Doha, Qatar, after British Airways 
offered her connecting flights on 
Qatar Airways.

After landing yesterday lunch-
time, Sharon, who had been visiting 
her mum in South Africa, was ush-
ered towards Heathrow Terminal 5’s 
e-gates. Border Force officials did 
not ask to see any of her forms and, 
after scanning her passport, she left. 

She said: “I had everything ready, 
my certificate showing I had tested 
negative for Covid, filled in my pas-
senger locator form, I had the entry 
and exit permits from South Africa.

“No one asked for my Covid cer-
tificate. I didn’t see anyone. I even 
looked for someone.

She added: “The mutant variant 
in South Africa is rife. You can’t 
believe how many people have it 
there and are really ill.

“People should have tests after 
five days and again after 14. That is 
what happened when I arrived in 
South Africa.

“They were incredibly scared of 
the British strain of the virus. Why 
can a third-world country get it 
right and we can’t?”

Some 147 cases of the South 
African variant have so far been 
identified in the UK. 

Experts warn they are likely to 
be the tip of the iceberg as they are 
the result of random checks on just 
five to 10 per cent of all positive 
tests. On 
December 24 
the Government 
imposed a travel 
ban on South 
Africa and later 
extended it to 
nine other coun-
tries in southern 
Africa to try and 
stop the variant 
spreading here. 

The UK also 
compiled a “red 
list” of 33 high-
risk countries, 
including most of 
South America, 
southern Africa 
and Portugal, all 
of which have 
new Covid variants. Anyone 
returning from these countries 
must isolate for 10 days in guarded 
hotels from Monday.

As that deadline approaches, 
Sharon said: “We are spending a 

Scared
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By News Reporter

steps to protect people and save 
lives.” But Labour branded the 
50-day delay between identifying 
the South African variant and hotel 
quarantine being introduced as “a 
big mistake”. 

Party leader Sir Keir Starmer 
said the South African variant was 
“the single biggest risk at the 

moment”, adding: “If you can 
believe it, it’s going to be 50 days 
from knowing about the variant to 
border restrictions. Add to that a 
number of other countries we now 
know have the South African vari-
ant, and they are not even in the 
scheme for quarantining.

“This is leaving a back door open 

at a vital stage in the battle against 
the virus.”

Shadow home secretary Nick 
Thomas-Symonds said: “Hotel 
quarantine for travellers will be 
introduced on a far too limited 
basis more than 50 days after the 
South African variant was discov-
ered in the UK. This is a big mistake 

and is putting peo-
ple at risk.

“Worse still, of 
the 41 countries 
that have confirmed 
they have cases of the 
South African strain, 29 
are not subject to the hotel 
quarantine controls, neither are a 
further six with the Brazilian vari-
ant. The quarantine system in place 
is clearly not fit for purpose.”

Yvette Cooper, chair of the 
Home Affairs Select Committee, 
told the Express: “The 
Government’s Covid border  
measures are full of holes.

“Most passengers won’t be  
covered by hotel quarantine and 
no one is tested at the airport on 
arrival before they get on public 
transport home.

“The Government boasts that we 
have one of the strongest border 
regimes in the world but it is  
simply not true. If we want to pro-
tect our vaccine programme from 
new variants, we urgently need 
stronger border measures.”

OPINION: PAGE 12

and Italy when I went last year. 
What is wrong with us? Why is it 
that we are leading the world 
with our vaccines, going from 
door to door across counties 
testing for this South African 
mutation and yet unable to get a 
sensible hold of our borders? 

When I transferred on the train 
to the customs hall, people were 
crammed like sardines with no 
one to ensure social distancing. 

These simple things are 
missing in our country and 
causing the mayhem we are in 
–  the tragic and mounting 
100,000-plus deaths. 

My experience has to be told 
and has to reach Parliament’s 
ears. This must be sorted out if 
we are ever to stop the spread.

with e-passports began to queue 
at the machines. I was looking 
around for where I’d have to 
present my folder, taking out 
documents, everything ready. 

But suddenly I was in front of 
the cameras, passport faced 
down, doors open, and I was off 
to the arrivals hall. 

No one had asked for a 
negative Covid test, where I 
would be self-isolating, how long 
I had been in South Africa and 
whether I had mixed with anyone 
who had the virus. 

I picked up my bags and 
wandered around in sheer 
disbelief. South Africa, a third 
world country, had scrutinised 
everything when I entered 12 
weeks ago. Same with Greece 

was armed with a folder of 
documents. My negative Covid 
test, the passenger locator form, 
and anything else they could 
possibly ask for. 

I estimated the process would 
take around an hour and warned 
the person who was meeting me. 

But, shockingly, I needn’t have 
bothered. I was through in 10 
minutes. British passport 
holders went one-way, foreign 
nationals the other. And those 

COMMENT
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Call NHS if 
over 70 but 
without jab
OVER-70s who have not 
received a Covid vaccination 
are being urged to contact 
the NHS to arrange a jab.

Those who have not taken 
up invitations will also 
receive follow-up calls  
and letters. 

GPs are also checking on 
vulnerable shielding patients 
to ensure they have been 
offered a jab.

It comes as the mid-
February target for offering a 
vaccine to everyone in the 
top four priority groups is 
likely to be met.

Health Secretary Matt 
Hancock said the 
programme was on track, 
with 90 per cent of all 
over-70s having been 
vaccinated.

He said: “So far we have 
said please wait until the 
NHS contacts you. I now 
urge everyone aged 70 and 
over who hasn’t yet had a 
vaccination to come forward 
and contact the NHS to book 
in their jab. 

“And if you have 
grandparents, relatives and 
friends over 70, please 
encourage them to book an 

appointment as soon as 
possible, so they 

can be protected 
against this 

awful virus.
“Vaccines 

are the way 
out of this 
pandemic 
and, by 
ensuring you 

and your loved 
ones get 

booked in for a 
jab, the NHS can 

give those most at 
risk the protection they 

need as we continue to fight 
this disease together.”

Dr Nikki Kanani, above, 
medical director for primary 
care at NHS England, said 
the vaccination programme 
was “off to a strong start”. 

She added: “The vaccine 
is safe, simple and will offer 
you and those around you 
crucial protection against 
this virus.”

NHS England said health 
and social care workers, who 
are also in the top priority 
groups, should speak to 
their employer about 
arranging their jab.

Over-70s who have not yet 
been vaccinated can arrange 
an appointment online 
through the national booking 
service at nhs.uk/covid-
vaccination.

By Hanna Geissler

‘Full of 
holes’...

Heathrow 
Airport, 

where 
Sharon 
walked 
through


